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Vijay and Basanti Nautiyal moved from one end of the country to another before finally settling down here in Hawera. They 
had lived in a lot of larger places like Auckland, Dunedin, Christchurch and Wellington but once they found Hawera they 
knew it was home and loved the relaxed lifestyle. The couple soon set about purchasing their business, which was “Tasty 
Indian Takeaways”.   That was nine years ago and today they are thrilled to have opened up the next chapter in their life 
with the opening of the ‘Milan Restaurant”. (See the photo’s above from the Restaurants opening night).  

“We were questioned for many years by our loyal takeaway customers as to why we hadn’t opened up a restaurant.  It 
came down to timing and the perfect place to open, although it has taken many years I believe it was worth the wait”.  

When I asked Vijay why they decided to name the restaurant ‘Milan’ I was told that in India the term Milan means ‘where 
two people meet’, which makes sense when you see the plans they have to serve a fusion of Indian and European Cuisines. 
With its cosy booth style setting it is indeed a great place to do just that!  Vijay goes on to say “we pride ourselves on our 
authentic Indian menu using ‘less cream, ‘we have plans to do some exciting themed events once we find our feet like a 
‘Bedouin Feast’.” 

The restaurant employs around six staff including chef Muksh and headed by a young and enthusiastic manager Dhruv 
Pathak known as “Danny” who relocated from Auckland to fill the position here.  Open seven days a week: lunches are from 
$8.00. Hours are 11am - 2pm and then 5pm onwards for dinner, delivery is available with a minimum $40 purchase and 
within 3km it’s free - $5 beyond that.       Check out their Facebook page: Milan Restaurant  

 

Milan Restaurant – (Pics are from their Opening Night) 

         

AmeriCARna was a highlight this month with an amazing array 
of vibrant and exciting Window displays and dress ups!  Bizlink 
gave out patriotic Bunting flags to those willing to participate, 
thank you all for doing your part to make Hawera come alive! 
Bizlink also provided smaller prizes on the day for the “Best 
Dressed” competitions. Thanks to Bryan Vickery for your 
voluntary time being our MC once again!  
Easter is upon us earlier this year, providing promotional 
opportunities within most business. Don’t miss the Future 
Crunch Business Lunch, a chance to see guest speaker Tane 
Hunter (who has been described as one of the four forward 
thinkers of our time). Finally Bizlink is about to advertise for 
another co-ordinator to join our team keep an eye out if you 
think it might sound like you! 
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  AmeriCARna was a highlight this month with an amazing array of 
vibrant and exciting window displays and dress ups!  Bizlink gave 
out bunting flags to those wishing to participate - thank you all for 
doing your part to make Hawera come alive! Bizlink also provided 
smaller prizes on the day for the “Best Dressed” competitions. 
Thanks to Bryan Vickery for his voluntary time being our MC once 
again!  
Easter is not far away, providing promotional opportunities within 
most business. Don’t miss the Future Crunch Business Lunch, a 
chance to see guest speaker Tane Hunter (who has been described 
as one of the four forward thinkers of our time). Finally Bizlink is 
about to advertise for another part time co-ordinator to join our 
team to replace Margie Jones who left back in October.  Keep an 
eye out if you think this sounds l ike you! 
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 Servicing the local rural community  

On 15 February 2018, the new Hawera FMG office officially opened. It was a fairly low-
key ceremony, but a lovely welcoming for those who work in the office. Built in the 
1950’s and housing three permanent employees, the old office was starting to show its 
age. It was completely demolished in July 2017 and the new building rebuilt on the 
same site, with completion in January 2018.  
 
This new space will not only be a great place for our employees to work and host 
visitors, but it will be a safe space at 100% of the earthquake resilience code. The new 
building will enhance FMG’s presence in Hawera and enable our employees to keep 
providing top quality service to the local rural community for another 100 years. 

     

  

    
Photos courtesy of TGM 
Creative. The BA5 was held 
at Garden Edge. Hosted by 
Lynne & Peter Newell and 
Paul & Margie Jones. Please 
like our “Bizlink Hawera” 
facebook page to see more! 

Mediaworks Competition 
Want to win a $600 advertising voucher with some of the most 

listened to stations in Taranaki? 
Simply answer this easy question and you will go in this month's draw 

Who are the hosts for the next BA5? 
Text your answer to: Ben Lagan, Mediaworks Account Manager 

027 828 8428 along with your name and your business 
A big congratulations goes to our February winner: Rey Treeby from 

INSIDE & OUT 
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Latest data has revealed that retail spending in South Taranaki continued to grow 7.2% in the last six months of 2017, 
compared to the same period in 2016, well up on national growth of 5.6% A total of $106.12 million went through 
South Taranaki tills in the six months to Dec 31, peaking at $21.22 million in December, followed by $18.07m in 
November. “This sends a very positive signal about the economic health of the District,” says South Taranaki Mayor 
Ross Dunlop.  
 
The volume of transactions also saw a 6.4% increase, with a more modest 0.8% increase in transaction value 
(average $38.64). The biggest spend continued to be in the food retailing sector (such as supermarkets), while 
clothing/apparel and accommodation saw the strongest growth against last year.  
 
Bizlink Hawera Chair, Gerard Langford, says the result is very encouraging and reflects the positive vibes the 
Association is getting from the business community.  “Importantly the trend that was set in the first 6 months of 2017, 
when retail spending grew almost 9%, has been maintained. The fact that residents spent around $47 million outside 
the District also suggests there are still plenty of opportunities for businesses to establish and grow in South 
Taranaki,” says Gerard. “With a number of new businesses opening in Hawera and several key private and Council 
projects about to get underway, there is a real air of optimism about the town’s future,” he says.   
 
This sentiment is shared by Mayor Dunlop. “We’re seeing a number of private business developments getting 
underway in the town centre, which I think endorses Council’s decision to invest in our main central business district 
as a catalyst for growth.” The data is independently surveyed by Marketview for Venture Taranaki, and includes 
spending across eftpos, debit and credit cards through Paymark merchant terminals.  
 
Numbers at a glance: 

 $106.12 million was spent in the South Taranaki District in the second 6-months of 2017 
 This is up 7.2 % on the same period last year 
 There were 6.4 % more transactions than the same period last year 
 The average transaction value was $38.64, up 0.8 %  
 83 percent of South Taranaki expenditure was by South Taranaki residents  
 South Taranaki residents spent an estimated $47m outside South Taranaki 

 
 
                                                                                                                                                    

 
 

 
 
 
 

                                  
 

AmeriCARna 

South Taranaki Retail Spending Shows Strong Result for Year 

Friday 23rd February – AmeriCARna, a fabulous day with an amazing effort from many 
Hawera businesses. Thanks for bringing Hawera alive with your window/or staff 
theming efforts for the day!  The prizes this year had be doubled courtesy because the 
entries were all too great! Cara Hayes from NZME judged them all and gifted $2000 
worth of advertising prizes for this competition! 
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Best Window Display 
1st – Maple and Wild 
2nd – Lovell’s’ Flowers 4 you 
3rd – Nicholson’s Photography 

Best Dressed Business 
1st – Clippers Cutting Bar 
2nd – SPCA Empawrium 
3rd – 3rd Norwood’s 


